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NOAA Jetstream Atmosphere Computer Lesson

Introduction
      1.What holds the atmosphere together?

2. What 3 gases make up the greatest % of the atmosphere?

Layers of the atmosphere
3. What criteria was used to distinguish the different layers of the atmosphere?

4. Why would it feel cold in the thermosphere even though the temperature of individual molecules is high?

Air Pressure (read up to and including the 1st paragraph under Going With the Flow)

5. What happens to air pressure as elevation increases? Why?

Transfer of Heat Energy

6. What 3 ways can energy be transferred in the atmosphere?

7. Describe how a convection current transfers energy in the atmosphere.

Energy Balance

8. Why is it important to balance incoming energy from the sun with outgoing energy?

Hydrologic Cycle

      9. Draw and label a picture of the Hydrologic cycle (water cycle)

